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Dave Black received his Bachelor of Music in percussion per-
formance from California State University, Northridge. A proli"c 
composer and arranger, more than 60 of his compositions/arrange-
ments have been published/recorded by several of the major music 
publishers. Many have been used as source/background music on 
numerous TV shows and movies, including the "lm Drumline. 
He is the recipient of numerous awards and commissions, in-
cluding 26 consecutive ASCAP Popular Composer Awards, two 
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Drummer Readers Poll Award, two Drum! 

magazine Drummie! Awards, and a certi"ed 
Gold Record award for the sale of more than 
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two and a half million copies.
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Preface

In addition to the love and support we get from our immediate 
family members (parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and 
close friends), some of us are blessed with the help and guidance 
from extraordinary mentors that include our teachers, friends, and 
colleagues who not only embraced us, but helped open doors, gave us 
con"dence and support, and provided ideas and/or alternate career 
choices we may never have considered on our own. !ese amazing 
mentors went the extra mile by taking us under their wings and 
guiding us in directions we never thought possible.

!is is my personal story of how an extraordinary man and 
musician by the name of Louie Bellson, came into my life as a high 
school student in Bowie, Maryland, and changed it forever.

Referred to by jazz critic Leonard Feather as “one of the most 
phenomenal drummers in history,” Louie played with such greats as 
Duke Ellington, Tommy Dorsey, Harry James, Benny Goodman, 
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PREFACE

Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughn, Oscar Peterson, and Norman 
Granz’s Jazz at the Philharmonic. He pioneered the two bass drum 
setup and was one of the pioneer clinicians, giving sel$essly to the 
music education community. He also authored a number of books 
on drums and percussion.

He was also a proli"c composer/arranger, whose compositions 
and arrangements spanned a broad spectrum of music from jazz to 
symphonic works.

!e title of this book, His Time Was the Greatest, has a double 
meaning in that the word “time” can refer not only to a period of 
time in history, but also the feel, and steadiness of playing a piece of 
music. Louie possessed both!
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From Santa Fe, NM  
to Bowie, MD

My family lived in Santa Fe, New Mexico where I attended Kearney 
Elementary School from the "rst through the sixth grade. I was 
drawn to music from a very early age, and knew I wanted to be a 
musician by the time I was in the second grade. I remember going to 
the plaza in the center of town each year to watch the annual parade 
which, of course, included a marching band with a drumline. When 
that percussion section passed by, it was exhilarating, and so I knew 
then that I wanted to play drums and percussion.

!e problem was that we couldn’t a%ord a student snare drum 
kit and a pair of sticks at that time. So, I had to compromise and start 
on guitar, which I purchased at our local music store with the $26 I 
received from my "rst holy communion. I studied guitar privately for 
about two years with a teacher by the name of Ernie Sanchez, who 
lived three doors down from our house.
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FROM SANTA FE, NM TO BOWIE, MD

!ankfully, during the summer before starting the 5th grade, 
my parents were able to purchase a used snare drum so I could join 
the elementary school band. Looking back, I’m thankful I started 
on guitar, as it introduced me to melody, harmony, and chords early 
on, tools that would become vital once I studied theory and compo-
sition later in my life.

I joined the school concert band for the last two years of ele-
mentary school, and it was so much fun. In fact, I still have my copy 
of Easy Steps to the Band which was the band method the school 
used. Playing in the band was a great experience, and solidi"ed my 
goal to pursue not only music, but drums and percussion in both the 
junior high and high school music programs.

Because my dad was in the military, we moved from Santa Fe, 
New Mexico to Bowie, Maryland, a suburb outside of Wash-
ington, D.C., in 1972. Located in Prince George’s County, and 
easily accessible to Washington, D.C., Annapolis, and Baltimore, 
the Bowie school system had an excellent music program, with ac-
cess to both wonderful musicians and bands throughout the state.

I attended Belair Junior High, which had a great music pro-
gram. Cleme Weems was the director of the beginning and in-
termediate concert bands and was one of the most dedicated and 
hard-working band directors I’ve ever met, in addition to being a 


